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                             Joy 
 

 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made: 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Our theme today is: ADVENT 2 – Joy shall come even to the wilderness 
 
Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent.  The service includes a candle-lighting section and 

you are welcome to light your own candle during this part of the service (or to 
figuratively light a candle) 

 
We invite you to take a moment or two to be still and ask God to be present with you 

as you worship. 
 
Call to Worship 
We gather in preparation 
for good news is about to be proclaimed. 
We gather in expectation 
for joy is about to explode in our midst. 
 
We gather in celebration 
for we are those people who have said 
yes to the manger, 
yes to love come down, 
yes to the one incarnate for others, 
yes to the wholeness of God. 
With preparation and in expectation, let us celebrate! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Opening Song  Come let us sing for Joy to the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEK_s_KD1Qw  
 
Lighting of Joy candle with prayer. 

 
Lighting of the Joy Candle with prayer 

Prepare the way of the Lord 
We light this candle in joy 

The joy that we have in Jesus, our Saviour 
Prepare, then, the way of the Lord 

 

 

Based on Psalm 146:5-10 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. This is good news for all people. 
The Lord cares for the stranger, the orphan, and widow.  

 
With divine mercy, the Lord provides enough for all. 

The Lord cares for the stranger, the orphan, and widow.  
 

Those who truthfully ask to be part of God’s will being done on earth, as in heaven, 

find joy in their work. 
The Lord cares for the stranger, the orphan, and widow.  

 
The community that carries one another in faith and is generous to outsiders feels 

Christ’s presence in tangible ways. 
The Lord cares for the stranger, the orphan, and widow.  

 
The Lord’s promises are true and stand forever, the joy of all who trust in their 

Creator. 
The Lord cares for the stranger, the orphan, and widow.  

 
This third candle is a reminder that we are Advent people, trusting and responding to 

what is already true and hoping in what is promised to come. 
The Lord cares for the stranger, the orphan, and widow.  

 

God of all tenderness and joy, we give you thanks for the wonder of your creation, 
seen and unseen, that works together for the flourishing of life. Sustain us with the 

Holy Spirit that we may become ever more fully the people you have made us to be, 
filled with joy and kindness for Christ’s own sake. Amen. 

Adapted from https://www.liturgylink.net/  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEK_s_KD1Qw
https://www.liturgylink.net/


Song:    A candle is burning – Joy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6GaKz1dWPA 

 
 

A time of confession  
 

God of salvation, in Christ you have done great things!  
Our hearts are filled with joy! By your power, you lifted us out of the 

wasteland of sin and brought us with joy and laughter into your kingdom. 
Salvation is your gift to us’ 

But we confess that often we try to replace Your gift with our own efforts. We try to 
complete what is perfect; we try to add to what is already full; we try to earn what 

we already have.  
Forgive us for our foolishness.   Help us to focus on your grace; help us to 

live grateful lives in return. For Jesus’ sake alone. Amen! 

 
The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life. Let us commit 

our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace.  
Thanks be to the Advent God who comes among us, setting us free to love 

and serve.  
 

 
Sentence and Prayer for the day  

They will enter Zion with singing’ everlasting joy will crown their heads.  Gladness and 
joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.    

   Isaiah 35:10b 
 

Prayer 
God of the unexpected, Your ways are not our ways.  Open our ears to the prophets 

You send, help us to hear the good news from unforeseen messengers.  Empower us 

to join the healing work of the one whose coming draws near, through Jesus Christ 
our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.   
 

 
 

Ministry of the Word 
 

1st Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

    ‘Be strong, do not fear! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6GaKz1dWPA


Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 

    He will come and save you.’ 
 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
    and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,[a] 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
8 A highway shall be there,  
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it,[b] 
    but it shall be for God’s people;[c] 

    no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 

    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 

    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 
2nd Reading James 5:7-10 

 
7 Be patient, therefore, beloved,[b] until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 

the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 
late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is near.[c] 9 Beloved,[d] do not grumble against one another, so that you may not 

be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved,[e] take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-18328a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-18329b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-18329c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30344b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30345c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30346d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30347e


Gospel  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11 

Praise and glory to God. 

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his 

disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 

else?” 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[a] are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone 

who does not stumble on account of me.” 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the 
wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those 

who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is 

written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’[b] 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater 

than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he. 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 

 

 

 

SERMON / REFLECTION for 11 December 2022 

Advent 3 - Joy 

(An audio recording of this sermon is available at the following link) 
https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound) 

Rev Jo 
 

 

A man sent his friend a cryptic Christmas card. It said: A B C D E F G H I J 

K M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z. The recipient puzzled over it for weeks, 

finally gave up and wrote asking for an explanation. In July he received the 

explanation on a postcard:                            

"No L." 

What brings you joy? Ask a few people. 

Putting up the Christmas Tree? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011%3A2-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23465a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011%3A2-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23470b
https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound


My little great nieces   snowboarding – at 3, playing with autumn leaves, going down the 

slide.  

The flowers of Spring 

God’s creatures 

Dancing 

In our first reading today Isaiah paints a wonderful picture for us of a wilderness becoming 

a place of colour and life, a dry place becoming a place of refreshment and life, a desolate 

place becoming a place of rejoicing and gladness, like splendid mountains and blossoming 

gardens. Like the sand pit becoming a garden of flowers.  

 

And he talks about people who are feeling discouraged and a bit down because everything 

seems sandy and gray and dry and difficult to look forward to something much better. 

 

And he calls those who are weak and who have lost their way to be strong-to find new 

strength for a new journey, those who have fearful hearts to take courage and be strong 

because God is coming to save them. 

 

People struggling with walking would leap about like calves let loose from the stall.  People 

who had no voice would start singing for joy.  Dry places in people's lives will become places 

of living water and refreshment.. A Transformation. 

 

It is the picture of a highway -a road going somewhere, with people making a journey on it. 

A return journey, a going home, having been away for a long time in a dessert land. And the 

nearer they get to home the more rejoicing there is, the deeper the joy, the louder the 

praise. 

Have you ever been away from home for a while and as you get nearer to home a smile 

creeps across your face as you think about bursting through the door and seeing your mum 

or dad, your granny or grandson, your best friend or husband or wife.  

Or your cat or parrot? You are full of joy. 

 



Things can bring us joy-people can bring us joy. But sometimes things don't last- we can 

loose things or break them, we can get tied of them.  

And sometimes we can get out of sorts with people and we find ourselves fighting rather 

than having times of joy. Life is like that. Anybody experience that at this time of year?  

 

Road rage-work demands-family stress-friends fighting? 

We need joy that will last whether things are going well or not. 

When we are feeling a bit flat we need an infilling of joy- 

 

Joy is a gift! 

Jesus is the JOY giver. 

He is the one who brings us JOY. 

Even when things are hard and there are lots of pressures on us, Jesus come to fill us with a 

deep sense of JOY that bubbles up in spite of everything that is happening. 

 

HAPPINESS is about what happens. JOY is a gift from God in spite of what happens.. 

Joy is a fruit. 

It grows in us because God's spirit lives in us.  

Just like fruit needs a healthy tree to grow, water and nutrients and sunshine  

the Holy Spirit living in us needs nurturing to grow. 

Things that make the fruit wither and dry up are bitterness and criticism - hatred - things 

that take us away from God.  

Things that make the fruit grow are thankfulness, love, forgiveness.  

We will find God's gift of Joy will bubble up in us when we let go of things and let God be 

there filling us up with joy in spite of the circumstances. 

 

 

 



In the time of Isaiah God’s people had lost their way and they needed to come home. They 

had become weak and afraid and needed new strength, new life. They hoped for a Messiah 

who would come and set them free and bring them home to GOD. 

 

Isaiah was saying- Kia Kaha-be strong, because God is coming to rescue you. Isaiah points 

the way to a Messiah.  

In our Gospel reading today John is needing to know  

if Jesus really was the one to put his hope in. John had come to prepare the way for him 

and now that he is here and John is in prison he is having some doubts. 

And Jesus sends him a clear message in answer to his questions. Matthew 11: 4 

‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.’ 

 

Jesus began his ministry with a quote from Isaiah –the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me, to preach good news to the poor, he has sent me to proclaim 

release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed , to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’ 

He is saying to John that what he is preaching and doing is a clear sign that he is the one 

John was expecting.  

 

But when Jesus quoted these verses he missed out the last phrase-‘and the day of 

vengeance of our God.’  That is the part John felt was missing perhaps. Where was the day 

of judgment the prophet foretold. Why was Jesus showing mercy? 

Charles Price in his commentary on Matthew says: 

The comma between proclaiming ‘the year of the Lord’s favour’, and ‘the day of vengeance 

of our God’ divides the period between the first and second Advent of the Messiah. There is 

a judgment day yet to come. And yet God shows us a time of favour now. 

 



In one sense the day of God’s vengeance came upon Christ on the cross where he bore the 

punishment for the sin of the whole world on himself. God took the judgment upon himself 

in Christ. But there is also a not yet aspect of this judgment-a final judgment when every 

one will give an account. When this day of the Lord’s favour comes to an end. The time 

where people are being offered salvation through the forgiveness of sins. 

It is on that day that the redeemed of the Lord will return with singing and joy and gladness 

will be upon their heads and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

God in his grace and favour towards us, his creation, has given us this time to know him.  

It is the same message given by Isaiah the prophet in our first reading today-be strong, 

because God is coming to save you.  

But the joy and restoration doesn’t just begin when Christ comes again and God’s kingdom 

comes fully in a new heaven and earth. If we have to live lives of brokenness and misery 

until we get there not many people would have kept on the way that God invites us to walk. 

It would be a pretty long and dreary journey. The Good News is for now! Jesus came to set 

us free now! He came to begin the restoration process now! He came to bind up the broken 

hearted now! He came to refresh the dry places and bring the deserts of our lives into 

blossom now! He came to bring us everlasting joy now! At the very least a foretaste of what 

we will receive on that day when we arrive. Even in the midst of life’s struggles Jesus wants 

us to know rejoicing and gladness, strength and courage, freedom from sin and brokenness, 

and the joy that we are redeemed. 

 

Jesus wants us to fill us with his joy now! His Spirit of joy! 

 

The holy way Jesus invites us to walk on is his way. He is he way. We are not made clean 

and holy by our own efforts as we journey, we are made clean through the redeeming 

blood of Jesus Christ, through his sacrifice for us on the cross. The invitation to walk is one 

of letting him do the restoration work now, stripping away the things that get in the way, 

that make us unclean, that cause us sorrow and pain. And letting his grace and favour meet 

us, make us new, restore us and free us, that we may know increasing joy in the knowledge 



of our redemption. Increasing joy as we seek to please him and bend our wills to his and 

follow on the way to eternal salvation and everlasting joy. 

 

And so on this third Sunday in Advent, let us open ourselves to the restoration and 

refreshing of the Lord again and let him make the waste places in our lives places where his 

living waters bubble up and fill us with a deep and abiding sense of joy. COME LORD and fill 

us with your JOY!  

 

Response Song   Shout to the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y78aKBa917I  

 

 

The Affirmation of Faith (or listen to: This I believe (Hillsong) –  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0mPk_3dXSg ) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of the People                  

Adapted from Auckland Diocese Prayers  

 
As we joyfully await the glorious coming of the Christ, 

let us pray for the needs of the church, our community, and the world. 
 

We pray for the Church – that the blind and the lame, the sick, the deaf and the 
poor are always made welcome in the Church. 

(Silence) Maranatha  Come Lord Jesus. 
 

We pray for leaders of nations – that all leaders of nations pay heed to the need 
to act, in order to avert the negative impacts of global warming and climate change.  

(Silence) Maranatha  Come Lord Jesus. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y78aKBa917I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0mPk_3dXSg
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/liturgy-prayer/prayers-of-the-faithful/?highlight=%22prayers%20of%20the%20faithful%22


We pray for people who live in fear – that they be strong, have courage, take 
heart and seek the support they need to live with freedom, confidence and dignity. 

(Silence) Maranatha  Come Lord Jesus. 
 

We pray for people facing financial difficulty – that the coming Christmas season 
will not add financial burden to families. 

(Silence) Maranatha  Come Lord Jesus. 
 

We pray for our local community of …    (An opportunity to pray for your 
local parish and community) 

_____________________________________________________________ 
(Silence) Maranatha  Come Lord Jesus. 

 
Concluding Prayer 

God of glory and compassion, at your touch the wilderness blossoms, broken lives are 

made whole, and fearful hearts grow strong in faith. Open our eyes and ears to your 
presence that we may go and announce in word and deed the good news of the 

kingdom. We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near: 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit…Amen 
 

O Lord, you are coming to us, 
and we wait with eager anticipation! 

We put our hope in your Word, O Lord, 
that your Word might take on flesh among us once again 

to reveal your mercy and steadfast love. 
We wait, Eternal One, 

and we cry out to you on behalf of those who have waited too long: 
those who seek your healing, 

those who seek your forgiveness, 

those who seek your presence. 
We wait for you, 

for there is redemption with you, 

and you redeem the sinful world according to your promise. 

We wait for the coming Christ as we pray ... 

 

Lord’s Prayer Audio - The Lord's Prayer (Said) 

Our Father in heaven 

Holy be Your name 
Your kingdom come Your will be done 

On earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread 

Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us 

Save us from the time of trial 
But deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom the pow'r and the glory 
Are yours now and forever.  Amen 

 

https://www.northwestchchparish.org.nz/sound


 
The Peace 

Know in your life the love of God, the forgiveness of sins, 
and the joy of salvation. 

The Peace of the Lord be with us all. 
 

 
Song:  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dmO8UPlWoo 
 

 
Final Prayer 

 
Thank you, Lord God, for the joy you give us.  

As we wait for the fulfilment of your promises  

when our Saviour comes again,  
we thank you that you remain present with us always. 

 
Help us today and every day  

to worship you, to hear your Word,  
and to do your will by sharing your love  

with each other.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

whose joy is our strength. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Rejoice in the Lord; pray without ceasing;  

give thanks in all circumstances. 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.  

May God, the Three-in One, bless you. 

 
 

Song  Joy to the World 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZhgpb97y7Q  

 
Dismissal  

Go now to love and serve the Lord with joy.  
Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dmO8UPlWoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZhgpb97y7Q

