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Psalm 85 

Prayer for the Restoration of God’s Favor 

To the leader. Of the Korahites. A Psalm. 

1 LORD, you were favorable to your land; 

    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

    you pardoned all their sin.Selah 
3 You withdrew all your wrath; 

    you turned from your hot anger. 
4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

    and put away your indignation toward us. 
5 Will you be angry with us forever? 

    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, 

    so that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

    and grant us your salvation. 
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

    for he will speak peace to his people, 

    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.[a] 
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12 The LORD will give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him, 

    and will make a path for his steps 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15280a


Ephesians 1:3-14 

New Revised Standard Version 

Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ[a] before the foundation of 

the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his 

children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his 

glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to 

his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an 

inheritance,[b] having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 

according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might 

live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; 14 this[c] is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the 

praise of his glory 
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Mark 6:12ff 

So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13 They cast out many demons, and 

anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

The Death of John the Baptist 

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’[a] name had become known. Some were[b] saying, “John the 

baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in 

him.” 15 But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 

account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod[c] had married her. 18 For John had 

been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a 

grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing 

that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 

perplexed;[d] and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his 

birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his 

daughter Herodias[e] came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to 

the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to her, 

“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her 

mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she 

rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 

Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 

guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with 

orders to bring John’s[f] head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a 

platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard 

about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
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SERMON JULY 11  2021 

 

The Gospel reading this morning tells of the very tragic ending to the life of 

one of the greatest prophets-John the Baptizer. The forerunner of Christ-the 

one who came to prepare the way for the Messiah – his cousin Jesus. He 

preached a message of repentance and turning back to God, he challenged the 

religious people to live the ways of God rather than to put on a good show. He 

baptized Jesus in the Jorden River at Jesus’ command and then said he must 

decrease and Jesus must increase. He was arrested by Herod for challenging 

his life style and saying he shouldn’t be married to his brother’s wife. Herod’s 

wife Herodias particularly didn’t like John for calling them out on this. She 

wanted him dead and gone, but Herod feared him. He was perplexed by what he 

said and yet he wanted to listen to his teachings more.  

 

20 ‘for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and 

he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed;[d] and yet he 

liked to listen to him.’  

 

The context of Mark recalling this last chapter in John’s life is prompted by 

the disciples going out and doing the work of the Kingdom in Jesus’ name and 

authority-setting people free from demons, anointing and healing the sick, 

preaching the good news. Herod heard about it- he knew about Jesus-for his 

reputation was growing and people were saying all sorts of things as to who 

Jesus was. Some said he was Elijah returned, some a prophet and some said he 

was John raised from the dead. That must have pricked Herod’s conscience 

because that is what he thought. John the Baptizer come back to haunt him 

perhaps, and so Mark fills us in on what had happened at Herod’s hand.  

 

Herod a man perhaps more concerned with popular opinion and pleasing people 

than standing up for what is right.  
 
 

Herod was conflicted – please his wife or fear God and John? He was also 

afraid of the crowd because they saw John as a prophet and he was scared of 

what they might do. 

 

And to add to the mix- in the midst of a lavish party who did Herod choose to 

please? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A12-29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24425d


 Guests whom he was trying to impress with his wealth and entertainment 

options.  

 Herodias’ daughter who was pleasing them.  

 Herodias who wanted John dead.  

 

He was at least a man of his word but he was not willing to make a stand 

for what was right.  

 

What was Herod’s weakness?  

Indecisive? Lacking spine to do what is right? A people pleaser? 

When Pilate later sent Jesus to him Herod was glad to finally meet him and 

hear what he had to say. He seemed fascinated by Jesus and questioned him at 

length (Luke 23:6-12) and then sent him back to Pilate. He didn’t want to be 

responsible for Jesus’ future either.   

 

When Jesus heard that John was dead he went quietly away on a boat out to 

sea to have some time with his Father, giving thanks for John’s life and 

preparation for his own ministry. He possibly remembered the days they had 

spent in each other’s company through the years, the poignancy of his baptism 

in the Jordan at John’s hand, and now saddened by John’s death deeply aware 

that his own life would end at the hand of the authorities too. And yet when he 

arrives at the shore he is again surrounded by the crowds and he has 

compassion on them and ministers to their needs.  
 
 

There are some questions we can ask ourselves arising from this gospel 

account.  

When we are out and about doing the work of the Kingdom do people hear 

about it and want to know what is going on? 
 

Do they ask us why we go to church? Or why we serve the community in various 

ways? Do they want to know why we pray for people on the prayer chain or at 

services? 
 

When we are challenged to do what is right what are we more concerned 

with? 

 What people think?  Impressing the influential?  

 Standing up for the victim in a situation?  

 Making a stand for what is right?  

 Being popular? 



 

If we asked people on the street today who Jesus is what do you think they 

would say? (seek answers) 

Who do we think Jesus is? A teacher, a prophet? A healer? A saviour?  

Our reading from Ephesians today gives us some clues as to God’s purpose 

for the whole of creation fulfilled in Christ.  
 

God had a plan. 

He created an incredibly beautiful world and created people and creatures to live 

in it and the people were to have dominion over it and care for it. God holy and 

loving, had a relationship with his creation – with man and woman- it was close, it 

was pure. 

Women and man messed up the plan and everything got out of kilter. The world 

was still incredibly beautiful but the potential for destruction entered the scene 

and there was a need to save the world and its people from destroying themselves 

and the world. The relationship between God and people and his whole creation 

changed. God holy and loving was faced with people who wanted to go their own 

way and so a degree of separation began. 

 

God had another plan. 

He would chose a race of people for himself that he could show his love to and a 

way to live by that would restore his relationship with his creation and so show 

the whole world how to live and to know his love for everyone and everything. 

God’s chosen people – the Jews. 

God kept his part of the plan. His people never quite made it. 

 

God had another plan. 

 He sent his son Jesus to redeem the whole of creation and restore the 

relationship he had from the beginning with us. Jesus completed the redemption 

of the world through coming to this earth as one of us, through his death on the 

cross for the sins of the whole world, through his overcoming of sin and death 

through his resurrection from the dead, and through returning to his father’s 

side in the heavenly realms where all things would come together in his divine 

purpose. 

This plan is made known to the world through the church which is Christ’s body 

on earth. 

(Jews and Gentiles coming together in peace to proclaim God’s redemptive plan. 



How then do we live as God’s people in a way that will show the world God wants 

to have a relationship with them and has made it possible through his son? 

How should we behave in the church as God’s people and how should we behave in 

the world as God’s people.) 
 

Paul sets out the purposes of God in time and eternity in Ephesians 1 verses 

3-14. 

The whole Godhead is involved in this purpose. 

God the Father who chooses his people-verses 3-5 

God the Son who redeems the world through his sacrificial death-verse 7 

God the Holy Spirit who applies the work of Christ to the church and so    

makes it real   – verses 13-14 

 

1-6 The Father’s Choice 

God doesn’t want anyone to perish. 

He has sent his son who has died for the sins of the world. 

The offer is there to all and everyone who will respond to God’s gracious 

gift of life. 

As God chose to have a relationship with his chosen people the Jews he has 

now made it possible for all to have a relationship with him. He has chosen 

to extend his salvation to all. God has also given freewill to his creation and 

people are free to respond to God’s gracious gift of life through Christ or 

not. 

The concept of election has caused some dispute through the ages of the 

church. 

Is election about God choosing some and not others-therefore Christ’s 

atonement was only for some people’s sins-a limited atonement. Others 

argue atonement is unlimited-for the sins of the whole world-all shall be 

saved. 

Scripture teaches us that election is according to God’s purposes for his 

whole creation, and he knows how it will all work out. (Romans 9:11, Romans 

8:29, 1 Peter 1:2) Scripture points out that God does not want anyone to 

perish and that is why he sent his son. It also points out that people are 

free to respond-to accept God’s gift and receive God‘s grace. 

Election is a sovereign outworking of God’s power to bring into being his 

purposes for the whole of creation-that which pleases him who is holy and 

righteous. 

People are elected or destined to do and to be certain things. 



To do good works already planned in the scheme of God’s purposes for his 

people and his world. Ephesians 2:10 

To be adopted as God’s children-heirs of everything that is Christ’s. 

Ephesians 1:5 

To be changed into the image of his Son Jesus Christ. Romans 8:29 

To share eternal glory with Jesus Christ. Romans 9:23 

 

The key to belonging to God lies in verse 7.  

In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he has lavished on us. 

- In other words God has chosen to sort out this broken relationship that 

the whole world suffers from because he loves us so much and doesn’t 

want us to separated from him any more. He has decided to wipe out our 

sins, to separate us from our transgressions as far as the east is from 

the west, to make our sins which are scarlet as white as snow. HOW???? 

- Through the death of his one and only Son-his perfect sinless son, who 

was willing to die – to shed his blood – so our sins might be forgiven.  

And how do we know we are forgiven? How do we know we are His? 

We are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is a pledge-he is a guarantee that we belong to God and will 

inherit all God has for us in Christ-eternal life and every heavenly blessing. 

The Holy Spirit living in us is a sign that our sins are forgiven and that we 

belong to God. How else could a Holy God live in us-except for the blood of 

Christ shed to take away our sin. 

This is God’s plan for the world. 

And Paul wants the church to know it. He wants God to give them a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation so that the eyes of their hearts will be enlightened 

to the truth of what Jesus has done. He gives thanks that they do know it 

and he prays that they will have a deeper and deeper understanding of their 

salvation in Christ. Of the hope they are called to. Of the incredible riches 

of the inheritance they have in Jesus. Of the immeasurable greatness of 

Christ’s power that is at work in all who believe.  

God accomplished all this when he raised Jesus from the dead and made 

him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named-not 

only in this age but in the age to come. God has put all things under Christ’s 

feet and made him head over all things for the church, which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

 



God has shown us his plan clearly in Jesus. 

He wants a relationship with the people he has created for himself. 

He has made it possible through his Son Jesus Christ who died, was raised 

from death and is now seated with God in the heavenly realms and who is 

over all. 

He has guaranteed our salvation and that we too will take our place with 

Christ in the heavenly realms by sending us his Spirit to dwell in our hearts 

by faith. 

God wants us to be free in Christ. 

The chosen – we watched the first episode this week at home group. It was 

about religious leaders trying to set Mary Magdalene free from demons 

that haunted her and they couldn’t do it. Then Jesus comes and speaks to 

her verses from Isaiah ‘Fear not for I have redeemed you, you are mine’ 

words that her father spoke to her through her childhood. 

Jesus he sets her free from all the unclean spirts that have resided in her 

and plagued her for many years and she is made whole.  

There is an invitation to us today to know we are redeemed through Christ, 

to be set free from our sins and the things that weigh is down, to be filled 

with the Holy Spirit as a guarantee that we belong to Christ. 

As we come to the rail today to share in the body and blood of Christ may 

we know again his grace which is lavished on us, his mercy which is new every 

morning, his love which is immeasurable and the infilling of his Holy Spirit 

in a fresh way bringing healing and freedom. Amen! 

 
 

Lets pray for each other: 

 that we would have a spirit of wisdom and revelation – that God would 

open the eyes of our hearts-would blow our minds with the knowledge 

of his incredible plan for the world and for each of us. 

 That we know a lavishing of God’s grace in our lives. 

 That we would experience even a smidgen of God’s immeasurable 

power that raised Christ from the dead in our lives, our homes, our 

relationships, our work places. We would see God’s transforming 

power in us and through us and around us.   

Lets pray these things for each other that we too might really know the 

hope to which we are called in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 


