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James 3:1-12 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 

that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For all of us make 
many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to 

keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of 
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4 Or look at ships: 

though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are 
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the 

tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire. The 

tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature,[b] and is itself set on fire by hell. 7 For 

every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and 
has been tamed by the human species, 8 but no one can tame the tongue—a 

restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same 

mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be 

so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 
water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine 
figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

Mark 8:27-38 
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they answered 
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 

prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 
him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 

about him. 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will 

it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30308b


Soon after I began Teachers’ College, as a teenager, I was a bit perturbed to 
come across the words in Chapter 3 verse 1 of James’ letter . . .  ‘Not many 
of you should become teachers, for we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness.’ It turns out that this is all about being very careful with what we 
say  -  whether we are teachers or not. My father used to say to us, “Better to 
remain silent, and be thought a fool, than to open your mouth and remove all 
doubt!’ I wonder if you are considering, by now, whether this is a good enough 

excuse to do away with sermons.  No such luck, my friends! Along 
with the call to teaching, the call to any ministry in following Jesus, 
requires us to speak out about His Good News. Jesus asked his 
followers the famous question, “Who do you say that I am?” 
  
At Theological College we were told a joke to help us remember to 
keep our answers simple and clear. The joke goes like this: Jesus 

says to his followers, “Who do you say that I am?” And they replied unto Him, 
“You are the eschatological finality of epistemological questions and 
culmination of epithalamial revelation, the phenomenological core of 
discursive conjuncture, and the harbinger of comprehensive, 
theanthropocosmic vision.”  
And Jesus said, “What!” 
  
As Christians we all need to be ready to say something clear about who Jesus 
is to us. When Peter replied, “You are the Messiah,” it was an indication of 
the work God had been doing among the friends of Jesus, so that they could 
see Him for who He really is. We, too, rely on the work of God revealing 
Himself to us. Jesus asked that question of His friends, “Who do you say that 
I am?” about two thousand years ago. We have the benefit of all the history 
since then - millions of people’s life experiences of God’s revelation; God’s 
enlightening people and empowering people with faith and hope and love. 
I am going to recall for you now, some famous words written by Dr James 
Allan Francis, almost a hundred years ago. They may already be familiar to 
you, but these words always serve to give us a very practical reminder of the 
ongoing impact of the life of Jesus in our world, throughout the centuries.  
The words are entitled:  
 
‘One Solitary Life’.  



‘Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the Child of a peasant 
woman. He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty, and then for three 
years He was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held 
an office. He never owned a home. He never had a family. He never went to 
college. He never put his foot inside a big city. He never travelled more than 
two hundred miles from the place He was born. He never did one of the things 
that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself. He 
had nothing to do with this world, except through His human body. While still 
a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against Him. He was turned 
over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed 
to a Cross between two thieves. While He was dying, His executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth  -  and that was his 
coat. When he was dead, He was taken down, and laid in a borrowed grave, 
through the pity of a friend. Such was His human life. 
Then, He rises from the dead. Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone, 
and today He is the Centrepiece of the human race, and the leader of the 
column of progress. I am within the mark when I say, that all the armies that 

ever marched, and all the navies that ever 
were built, and all the parliaments that ever 
sat, and all the monarchs that ever reigned 
- put together - have not affected the life of 
people upon this earth, as powerfully, as 
has that One Solitary Life.’ 
 
 
Even when you and I may feel that we 
don’t know what to say about who Jesus is, 

we have so many resources now available to us about the experiences of 
others knowing the power of God at work in their lives. Libraries, and probably 
even our bookshelves at home, have plenty to say about who Jesus is.  
Our Bibles have even more to say, but most important of all is what you have 
to say from your own experience. This can be a major challenge, and I have 
to tell you that the Christian life is all about challenge. When Peter recognizes 
Jesus as Messiah, he also has some inkling of what this will mean for Jesus  
-  suffering and death.  
It is a great contradiction for many, that the Son of God should come into the 
world to die an excruciating death on a cross of shame and horror. Peter 



expresses a universal problem that such a scandal could be at the heart of 
the Christian faith.        
Peter’s objection to a crucified Messiah seems reasonable by human 
standards, but it is a human perspective, and Jesus asks Peter, and all His 
followers, to look at the divine necessity of the kind of Messiah that Jesus is. 
We are challenged to set our minds on things that do not come naturally to 
us  -  divine things. The good news is that God trusts each one of us with 
these divine things  -  revelations of who He is, what He plans, how His plans 
are carried out. We get the who, and the what, and the how, but many people 
don’t get the why, and the when.  
These are stumbling blocks for humanity: Why is God the way He is? Why is 
life the way it is? When is God going to show Himself to me? When is God 
going to show Himself to the world? Until we get a glimpse of God’s love and 
purposes in our own lives, we are unable to speak from any personal 
experience. Many people are only interested in an instant Easter Sunday, 
without any of the pain and rejection of an agonizing Good Friday. And yet, 
we cannot gloss over the reality of the middle place  -  Easter Saturday - the 
middle place in which most of us find ourselves. Each one of us struggles 
with the constant challenge to live the Christ-life, the Kingdom life. We are 
caught somewhere in the middle, with a human body in a human kingdom. 
That is the way it is for us, for the present: somewhere between the Good 
Friday sadness of dying to self, and the Easter Sunday joy of resurrection and 
glory.  
 
There’s an old story about two nuns who ran out of petrol while driving out in 
the countryside. I don’t know if it’s true or not, but they managed to wave 
down a truck driver who offered to drain out some of the petrol from his tank 
for them to use in their car. Having no container, the nuns, who were both 
nurses, remembered that they had some clean bedpans in the boot of their 
car, and the truck driver was able to siphon the petrol into a bedpan for them, 
before going on his way. While the nuns were carefully pouring the fuel into 
their petrol tank, a traffic officer pulled up beside them and said, “Sisters, 
somehow I don’t think that’s going to work, but I do admire your faith!” 



 
The Sisters of the Community of the Sacred Name – our Anglican nuns in 
Canterbury, and in Tonga, and Fiji – are the order that founded St. 
Christopher’s Home in Fiji, where my children were taken after their first 
parents had died.  
I had the privilege of living there, teaching English and Music to the Sisters, 
the staff and the children. It was an even greater privilege when my two 
children decided that I should be their mother! There are lots of jokes that 
circulate about nuns, but I found that apart from their amazing sense of 
humour, it was no joke being a nun! It was a great adventure for me to join in 
the daily routines of a sisterhood of nuns for several months, but they were 
doing it for a lifetime! I saw first-hand their faith, their commitment and their 
perseverance, so that the 80 children in their care, received the love they 
needed so desperately. The nuns were ‘being Jesus’ to these children. Their 
discipline and devotion astounded me, and I learned so much in my time with 
them. Living among great poverty, and touched by local tragedies every day, 
they had no doubt of exactly who Jesus is, and delighted in Him as Lord, as 
Saviour, as Teacher, as Friend, as Brother. Throughout the five offices of the 
day that I attended with them in the chapel, they prayed faithfully for all who 
asked their help, and then got on with providing so much needed practical 
assistance.  
Although we haven’t all got the discipline and devotion of a nun in Holy 
Orders, we do all have the same access to the life of Jesus, within us and 
between us. And the reason for all this? The reason that we share in that life?  
The principle reason that we are worshipping today?  It is all because that 
One Solitary Life  -  Jesus  -   came, and taught, and loved, and conquered 
death, that we may be participants in eternal life with Him. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 


