
ALL SAINTS – ALL SOULS DAY    OCTOBER 31st 2021 

 

Readings 1 Peter 1:3-9,  John 11:21-27 

 

Today we celebrate All Saints Day. A day where the church throughout 

the world remembers and gives thanks for Saints throughout the ages. 

Many Saints remembered are those who have done significant things or 

suffered for their faith. Some have even performed miracles. 

Often saints are known for their sharing of their faith with others, for 

standing up for their faith, for living their faith in deeds, actions, words.   

Can you name any Saints of old or modern day saints? (Mother Teresa, St 

Christopher, etc.)  

From Bernadette’s introduction: 

‘Saint Monica is known for praying for her wayward son to come to know 

God and after many years of praying she finally saw her son give his life 

to the service of God.  Her legacy serves as a reminder for all Christians 

to never stop praying for those who do not yet know Christ.  Her son was 

Augustine who became the Bishop of Hippo in Africa and was one of the 

early Christian theologians and philosophers.’ 

 

The lifting up of people to the status of saint is an interesting thing. 

Obviously there are many people who have achieved many good things and 

those who seem very saintly in nature-they have championed the cause of 

others and made a tremendous contribution to life and the community. 

Amazing people but to say they never did anything wrong, never had a 

cross word, or a wayward thought would be to make them inhuman or even 

divine.  

We all fall short of the glory of God. Christ alone was in human form and 

yet without sin. Even the great apostle Saint Paul claimed to be the chief 

of sinners, someone who strove to live by the new life of the spirit but 

struggled with the old life of the flesh.  

 

And although we may lift up extraordinary people throughout history and 

name them as saints the New Testament calls all believers Saints- 

ordinary people like you and me.   



I'm no saint you may be thinking and it is true none of us is without fault, 

and yet we all have the amazing capacity to be filled with the Holy Spirit 

of God who chooses to live in us and transform us to be more like Jesus. 

We are all made righteous in Christ-through his death on the cross and 

rising again. Being a saint, as in all believers are saints, is about belonging 

to the family of God. 

 

We have combined the celebration of All Souls as Bernadette has said in 

her introduction:  

‘All Souls’ Day is dedicated to the quiet and obscure, those whose 

faithful, ordinary lives have built up our own lives and our local churches. 

These are the days and the people we are celebrating today. 

Today we remember both the Saints (with a capital S) formerly 

recognised by the church and the everyday saints that we’ve known in our 

own lives – those who like the recognised Saints have lived their faith in 

deeds, in words and actions, those who have shared their faith with 

others in the way they’ve lived or the words they’ve spoken.  Some of 

these might be the person sitting right next to you.’ 

 

A day to remember the Saints and Souls of old who have impacted our 

lives by their mentoring, their influence, their input and encouragement.  

Today is a day to think about and give thanks for all who have gone before 

us-to remember with gratitude those who have lived lives that honoured 

God and who have inputted into our lives and the world around us. None 

were perfect and yet many have had an enormous influence for good on 

many. I am not sure who you think of when you recall saints who have 

influenced you-It may be written works you have read of famous saints or 

people you have admired in history or people you have known personally.  

For me, apart from the saints who wrote scripture (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

John, Paul etc. ) it is people like Arch. Reg Williams, my vicar at St Paul's 

in my teenage years. He was a gentle man and one who was open to the 

holy Spirit of God -he wasn't perfect and would never have claimed to be 

but he made space and gave permission to us as young people at St Paul's 

back in the 70's, to express our worship with music, dance and drama and 

who mentored us in our faith. Reg died at age 97 years old and made an 

impact on many, many people's lives. Another great influence in my life 



was Rev John Meadowcroft who was a great biblical teacher and gathered 

a group of us young adults at St Paul’s to take us for Bible College 

extension courses. He gave us a deeper look at the scriptures and a love 

for them and eventually led me to study at The Bible College of New 

Zealand. Saints to me are God's children who are open to his spirit and 

use their gifts to encourage and build others up.  

In preparation for today’s services I have been looking through all the 

funeral sheets of former parishioners. Such lovely memories of so many 

very special people who have been a part of this parish and our life 

together.  

I said to Bernadette: 

‘I know a lot of lovely people who are in heaven’.  

It brought up lots of great memories of our life as a parish and the real 

gems and characters we have as part of our Saints parade. They are 

displayed around the church for you to remember too.  

You will all have your memories especially of those who are on your saint’s 

lists from here and other places.  

We honour them today.  

 

Many years ago at a Christian Advance Summer School at Lincoln 

University a man called Keith Millar from the USA spoke. He talked about 

balcony people- you know the old stoogey guys on The Muppet Show who 

sit up in the balcony of the theatre and boo and make negative comments 

at everyone. Well balcony people are nothing like that-they do sit in the 

balcony-but they are those who cheer us on- they watch our life 

performance and encourage us to keep going, to take a risk and do 

something new, they give us advice when we are making hard decisions. 

They may be still here with us or may have passed on but their influence 

in our lives was such that we think of them and imagine what they would 

say-they are mentors. Saints who spur us on to good works, to new 

directions, to fresh challenges, to perseverance and endurance.  

And the challenge for us is as these people are in our lives-in our balconies 

cheering us on, we too are called to be such people for others. 

We are called to be ambassadors of faith and hope and life and love in 

Christ, to give people a glimpse of what heaven will be like by the joy we 



express of being in the presence of God here on earth and the hope we 

have in experiencing the fullness of joy when we reach heaven. 

Our reading from 1 Peter 1 says this about that hope: 

By God’s mercy we have been given a new birth, a living hope, an 

imperishable inheritance,- undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven for us.  

We are protected by the power of God through faith – for a salvation 

that will be revealed in time.  

We are to rejoice regardless of tests and trials – the genuineness of our 

faith is being tested- so God might be glorified.  

We love him, we believe him, we rejoice, - as we receive the salvation of 

our souls.  

 Blessed be God .  

I read this in the Word for today. 

 

It is a daily challenge to live in such a way that people will look at us and 

want to know the God we serve, Jesus Christ, and fullness of joy in his 

presence. Especially in this time of Pandemic. I see the Ashley Bloomfield 

is giving an online talk this week on the 10th November from 7.30-9pm on 

Faith and Anxiety in a time of Pandemic. I have put it on the parish 

Facebook page if you access that and will try to get the recorded message 

afterwards for anyone to hear . 

As I quoted in the bridge from Mother Teresa- ‘God won’t give me 

anything I can’t handle- I just wish he didn’t trust me so much!’  

Sometimes we may feel like that too when life gets on top of us as it does. 

Through what is happening in the world around us, through our health and 

the health of loved ones, through financial challenges, all kinds of things 

can come and upset our equilibrium.  

The practice of handling the anxiety that arises at times like this is in 

being still- focusing on the promises of God to us, listening for the voice 

of our balcony people- our saints of old or here with us and learning to 

trust still,  to trust again, to keep on trusting that God is our shield and 



protector in times of trouble- and that he is the resurrection and the life 

– who offers us eternal life. 

It starts here and now-as we worship him, as we come into his presence -

two or three gathered in his name, open to his life changing Holy Spirit- 

not just here but each and every day.  

The more that things around us cause us stress the more we need to be 

still.  

Rest assured we will all leave our mark on those we influence. My prayer is 

that our influence will be positive and strong bringing words of life and 

encouragement, words of comfort, and spurring others on to live well and 

find faith in Christ and a desire to love and serve him and ultimately live in 

fullness of joy in his presence. Amen! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


