
Sunday 1 August 2021 – Sermon 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a, John 6:24-35 

Tim 

 

This week we have a guest preacher – Rev Dr Tim from St Paul’s as 

Jo and Tim do a “pulpit swap” for the day. 

 

May the words of my mouth 

and the thoughts of our hearts  

be acceptable in your sight 

o Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  

 

David somehow knew he did wrong, but only in a way that he didn’t 

want other people to find out too much, because it wouldn’t look 

good. He tried to get away with what he had done. If anyone had tried 

to point out his failure he would have had reacted angrily. He had all 

the justifications lined up.  

 

The prophet Nathan was called to confront David and he knew that he 

could not do so directly. And so he begins to tell a story, a story that 

David as a shepherd could relate to. A ewe lamb had to be protected, 

had to be defended. David’s sympathy was with the poor man, who 

had nothing but the lamb. You could see that David’s heart was still 

in the right place. But his conscience had become buried by his sense 

of entitlement and by his attempts to hang onto power. He was 

concerned more with being seen in the right light than doing what he 

knew was right.  

 

As Nathan leads him through this story David gets incensed at the 

injustice perpetrated against the poor man and the ewe lamb. At this 

point Nathan the prophet turns to David: “You are that man!” The 

scales fall off David’s eyes. His heart is reached. In traditional 

Christian language we would say: “He was convicted of his sin!”  

David reacted in a way that people in an old-fashioned revival 

meeting would have expected. He repented and fasted, grieving over 



his sin. Only at that stage did he recognise the enormity of what he 

had done.  

 

I wonder whether many people are not in a similar situation as David. 

We defend our shortcomings, make excuses. Maybe our conscience 

tells us that something’s wrong, but it has been buried behind the self-

justification. We often do not want to recognise that we are wrong.  

 

Even in small things we feel the need to justify ourselves.  

“Hmm, did you burn the rice today?” we might get asked.  

“I just wanted to have that nutty flavour.” 

 

“We’re in a 50k zone,” someone may advise us. 

“That’s ridiculous. You should be allowed to go at least 80 here. And 

who’s driving?” 

 

“Maybe you feel sick because you ate too much chocolate,” is a 

perfectly good observation.  

“But they put it in front of me.” 

 

“That goes into the recycling bin,” might be good advice. 

“The yellow bin is on the other side of the garage. That’s why I can’t 

do recycling.” 

 

“Didn’t you want to visit Aunt Margaret last week?” is a question we 

might feel we need to defend. “I had to look after myself first.”  

 

“That’s expensive!” might be a comment when we buy our latest toy 

or fashion accessory. “Well, I deserve it.”  

 

And the standard excuse for anything: “Others do it, too.”  

 

In our modern world more so than at any other time, these 

justifications are made. Today few people have a concept of sin. Most 

would baulk at the suggestion that they are wrong in any way. They 



are just making their own free decisions or satisfying their needs. 

They are dealing with their problems or defending their rights. If 

anyone were to criticize any of our actions, common responses might 

be “How dare you!” or “Do not judge!”   

 

In a world where the concept of sin often is claimed to be just a 

method of old-fashioned control by religious authorities, how can 

people become convicted of their sin? Even though the idea of 

personal sin is often laughed today, contemporary society is one of 

the most moralistic ever. People are judged for what they eat, for what 

they wear, for the way they move around, for their job, for their 

salary, for their body mass, for their skin colour, for their sex, for their 

identification with a minority or majority. But even more than for 

who they are, people are judged today on the basis of their thoughts 

and opinions: for the political party they support, for their support, 

opposition or silence on popular topics, for joining or refusing to join 

outrage at certain statements, for expressing anger towards or 

defending certain public figures, for repeating or calling out words 

that 20 years ago would have been seen as wise. All this is amplified 

by social media.  

 

Sin and morality are mainly determined by group identity and 

ideological alignment. That’s why we read so often in the news that 

some people slam each other. It is because we think that we are not 

sinful ourselves; it is the other group that is sinful and this or that 

person as an example of that thinking who is wrong and despicable. 

But few people become convinced of their wrong by slamming them 

and blaming them. In many cases people are not really interested 

about other people’s actions; they just want to show their superiority 

and destroy the other.  

 

In such a world of blame and destruction, the concept of sin, 

repentance and forgiveness is positively liberating. For it means that 

restoration and reconciliation is possible.  

 



The Biblical conviction of sin is not about blame. For God does not 

delight in the death of the wicked, but rather desires that they may 

turn from their ways and live. But conviction of sin is hard for us 

humans, even more so today. As in David’s case it means letting go of 

our justifications. It means having our defensive shield shattered. It 

means that God’s fire burns painfully close to our heart. But this 

burning flame is a healing flame.  

 

It’s painful to see us with God’s eyes as people that are corrupted and 

wrong to the core. But it is also liberating to see us with God’s eyes as 

the beloved, as the forgiven.  

“O judge us Lord, and in your judgment free us, and set our feet in 

freedom’s open space,” is a line from a modern hymn. Even though 

I’m not enamoured with the theology of the entire hymn, I think that 

this line succinctly encapsulates Biblical truth. God’s judgment may 

be fearful, but it is also healing; it is cause for sorrow, but also cause 

for joy. All the prophets teach us that when they speak of the day of 

the Lord, which God’s people look forward to with fear and 

trembling.  

 

That judgment can already become reality when we see ourselves 

today as who we really are, when we are convicted of our sins, but 

also claim God’s forgiveness, when we are reconciled with God and 

with others.  

 

Even if we know about God’s forgiveness, how do we tell others 

about it in our modern world? Too often we confront the world with 

what we know, what would be good for them.  

I’m guilty of that as well. Maybe I can show you that by an example 

that you shouldn’t take too seriously. I know that New Zealanders 

desperately need good, affordable cheese. Well-aged cheese has been 

scientifically shown to be the best food in maintaining cognitive 

health. In my opinion there’s nothing better than having good sharp 

cheese with homemade bread. I have filled in many questionnaires 

about dairy products, have written to manufacturers, posted witty 



memes on Facebook, even mentioned it in a sermon, and still I have 

not convinced many, let alone the big companies of the need for good 

cheese. Therefore I have to resort to buying expensive cheese or 

making do with what we can get. Today our family will take the 

second option. We will use standard cheese to make fondue in 

celebration of the Swiss National Day, the 1st August. We’ll also 

decorate the house with flags and celebrate that part of our heritage.  

(Ruth asked me to bring that into the sermon…..) 

 

So, if confrontation often does not work in showing people a better 

way forward, how could we give them, how could we ourselves come 

to, that healing realisation. After all, even Nathan did not dare to 

confront David directly. Rather, he had to tell a story, had to draw 

him in.  

 

A suggestion that I have heard and which I’ll pass on today is that we 

may want to start with some of the concerns of the modern world. 

They point to the core of issues that are also at God’s heart. Many 

people, for example, are concerned about sex trafficking. God also is 

concerned about sex trafficking, but he takes it more seriously, for 

God is concerned about the abuse of other people for our own 

gratification. God is concerned about the root of the problem.  

 

Or take racism. Many people are concerned about it, but God takes it 

more seriously. For God wants to get rid of pride, contempt and rage 

from human hearts and minds, which destroy the world in many ways.  

 

Many people are concerned about the destruction of our environment. 

But God takes it more seriously than that. For God wants humans to 

be the carers and royal priests of creation and banish selfish 

destruction.  

 

God is concerned about the heart of the matter. If we take some of 

people’s concerns, maybe we can also lead them to the heart of the 

matter, the human contribution to all these problems. Maybe they can 



come to a place where their abuse of others, their entitlement, their 

pride, contempt, and rage, their selfish destruction and failure to 

connect with the natural world and God becomes clear.  

 

It is not easy coming to such a place. But it is good news. We want 

evil banished from the world, but well, we want it done without 

getting rid of us. We need to recognise that we are part of the 

problem. Some of the evil is also present in us. But we do not want to 

be told so by someone who is intent on obliterating us, or at least who 

wants us to look like a fool in front of the world.  

If someone with a revolver tells us that we are the problem, then we 

will defend ourselves. If a surgeon tells us that some cells in our body 

are the problem, then we might be happy to go on the operating table, 

even though it will be painful.  

 

Recognizing our own sin and showing others their sin is one of the 

most liberating events that can happen to us, but how and who does 

that is important. We can learn that from the prophet Nathan.  

 

 


