
 
 

 
Northwest Christchurch Parish Church@Home Service 

5 September 2021 – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

 

 

This week as we again share services between Northwest and Amberley parishes, we 

again have two sermons available to read – one from Rev Mandy from Amberley and 

one from Rev Jo of Northwest.  Both have been included below. 

 

Sermon 1 – Lockdown Week 3 - Mandy 
5 September on James 2:1-17 and Mark 7:24-37 

‘They who have Ears let them hear’ 
(There is no audio recording of this sermon available this week:  

 
 

Today’s Gospel passage relates two stories of healing. Two 
non-Jewish people are healed by Jesus.  
 
These episodes declare unequivocally that God’s reign is 
not limited to historic Israel. The mighty works that are 
displayed through the divine power of Jesus, happen here, 
to Gentiles as well as to Jews. This is a turning point in the 
Gospel reporting of miraculous healings. Up to now, 

readers of Mark have probably expected God’s power to be at work only 
among Jewish people. Before this point, Mark’s readers have been spared 
the intense struggle that eventually emerges in the early church - as it 
begins to open its doors wide to Non-Jews.  
 

If we look at the situation among our own Christian 
churches today, we should not be surprised to recognize 
the considerable resistance to becoming an ecumenical 
church. This resistance was evident from this early turning 
point in the ministry of Jesus.  
 
We can see throughout modern church life how people still 
wrestle with the barriers, often invisible and unspoken, that 

continue to separate people of various denominations, races and 
nationalities. The struggles of the early church should not seem strange 
and remote to any of us. 
 



The significance of the first healing is not bound up so much in the fact that 
it was at the request of a woman, or that she is the mother of a demon-
possessed daughter. It is more about the fact that she is not Jewish. She 
is a Syrian Phoenician. When Jesus affirms her, through answering her 
request, He sees her as a model of persistent faith.  
 
He can see that she is not trying to take anything away from the Jewish 
traditional claim on Jesus. She simply reminds Him of the need to include 
the Gentiles. The opening of the door of God’s favour towards Gentiles, is 
not a rejection of the Jews.  
 

Throughout the New Testament, the importance of the 
Jewish people in God’s plan is consistently affirmed. 
Expanding the message - and the ministry - does 
nothing to reduce God’s plan, but rather shows it to be 
far greater than previously perceived in the minds of 
Jews and Gentiles alike. The Pharisees will, of course, 
want to make an issue of this because they will always 
demand a tight adherence to the Jewish structure of 

religion. Jesus, on the other hand, sees a needy person begging for what 
is her due under a loving, merciful God, and our Lord’s response to needy 
people is assured. 
 
After Jesus heals the young girl, He begins the journey back to the Sea of 
Galilee via Sidon, and we are told that He is passing through the region of 
the Decapolis. This is known to have been a Gentile region. Again, a 
person outside the Jewish tradition is granted healing. And yet the 
emphasis changes from any issue of racial preference. This time the focus 
of the details is on affirming the divine power of Jesus over a human 
infirmity. A person who could not speak plainly because he could not hear, 
suddenly hears and speaks. 
 

Further to the changed condition of the man, showing that 
he can now speak very plainly indeed, there is the crowd, 
zealously proclaiming what Jesus has done. They refuse to 
keep quiet about it.      We are told that they are astounded 
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well.” 
This becomes the model for the church, fervently spreading 
the word  -  a model that we continue to uphold today. It is 
interesting that in this instance, the astounded response of 



a whole crowd, hinges on just one person’s renewed ability to hear and 
speak. 
 
Figuratively speaking, it is also important for each of us to be continually 
assessing our own abilities to hear and speak clearly - that the Good News 
of Jesus should be enthusiastically proclaimed with integrity. Far too much 
damage has been done throughout the church, and the world, because 
people get their wires crossed to such an extent that they end up 
proclaiming distorted, misleading messages in God’s Name. We are 
particularly vulnerable in our day and age because the media and the use 
of the internet are widely influential in what we see and hear. It is often not 
the full, or the accurate, picture of what is really happening.  
 

I’m going to go back now to 2008, to illustrate an important 
example.      It was around that time that I first realized we 
were being exposed to a diet of rather cynical attitudes 
towards the cries of warning about climate change. In 
amongst my emails of that year was the story of a 98-year-
old non-Jewish Polish lady by the name of Irena Sendler, 
who died in May of 2008. During World War 2, Irena was 
able to get permission to work in the Warsaw Ghetto. She 
was ostensibly allowed to be in the Ghetto, as a 

‘plumbing/sewerage specialist’ but she had an ulterior motive. She realized 
the Nazis were planning to annihilate the Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
  
She made a plan, and used her position to smuggle infants out of the 
Ghetto, in the bottom of the tool box she carried. In the back of her truck, 
she had a burlap sack for the larger children. She also had a large dog in 
the back of the truck that she trained to bark whenever the Nazi soldiers 
were letting her in and out, at the Ghetto checkpoints.                                          
The soldiers wanted nothing to do with the dog, and the barking covered 
any noise from the children. She managed to smuggle out and save over 
two and a half thousand children before she was caught. The Nazis beat 
her severely, breaking both her legs and her arms, and yet she survived 
her tormenters’ cruelty. She had kept a record of the names of all the 
children she smuggled out, keeping her notes hidden in a glass jar buried 
under a tree in her backyard. After the war, she tried to locate any parents 
that had survived, and she was able to reunite some families.  
 



Sadly, most had been gassed at Treblinka Concentration 
Camp but she helped the children of those families to be 
placed into foster family homes or adopted.  
 
Irena was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, 
but was not selected. American Vice President Al Gore 
won  -  for a slide show on Climate Change!  
 

I remember being very moved by this story, and vaguely annoyed at the 
values of a world that exhorts the powerful – those paid well to do their job 
- instead of the efforts of more ordinary people – volunteering their services 
for the common good. This was probably what recipients of this email were 
intended to feel. The tone of the email, while being a real tribute to Irena 
Sendler, rather seemed to use her amazing story to belittle the work of Al 
Gore, and I was sucked into this perspective too! 
  
Soon afterwards, I received another email from the same sender, which 
really made me sit up and take notice! The writer went on at some length, 
and I will read the second email to you now. He commented, ‘One would 
have to ask why this story comes with what would seem to be a quite 
unnecessary sting in the tail. Subtly it attempts to blame Al Gore and the 
fight against climate change, connecting his receiving the Nobel Peace 
Prize, with this wonderful woman not being recognized for her heroism. 
One would almost wonder why such an email does the rounds at all. It is 
not as if knowing about either of these stories is ‘new’ news, which can be 
acted on in any way. I suggest that it is another example of a host of 

similarly motivated propaganda bites doing the 
rounds, circulated by groups trying to discredit or 
encourage criticism of their favourite pet hates. 
 
In this case, it is Al Gore.’  
 

The second email went on . . . ‘The contrast is between motherhood-type-
apple-pie issues, that nobody could object to, and something that one is 
encouraged to see as an actual opponent, of a good person or a good 
cause. Over the years I have seen several dozen similar chain emails 
describing 9/11 heroes, other war heroes, heroic kids with cancer, and 
various other saintly victims. And almost every one of them has been 
contrasted with the apparently undeserving Al Gore, who is rather to be 
seen as the world’s biggest swimming pool owner, and a profligate carbon 
guzzling, hypocritical, global air traveller etc. This whole genre of emails 



may be a deliberate and cynically insidious attempt to quietly influence and 
shape public opinion against acknowledging climate change. Don’t see the 
connection as an innocent coincidence! See it for what it is! Someone is 
trying to infect you with a grudge! The email concluded: ‘Don’t send it on to 
your friends  - without qualifying it in a fairer manner.’  
 
Reading this email, I suddenly received a much better grasp of the bigger 
picture. Surely we can appreciate the courage and dedication of both the 
Irena Sendlers and the Al Gores of this world. Anyone who chooses to help 
the people of our planet by standing up against adverse circumstances – 
sometimes laying lives and/or reputations on the line – ought to be 
celebrated and valued as inspirational. 
 
Such stories remind us that whatever our politics, whatever our attitudes, 

whatever our opinions, the onus is on us to read and 
report things with integrity, and with scrupulous 
attention to the possibilities of being duped or led or 
controlled in some manipulative way. I am sure the 
Royal Family also suffer greatly through the games 
that media persist in playing. 

   
Pictures and information throughout media and social media can be 
completely misleading – as we have seen in much of what has happened 
with Covid 19 information. We have the power to discriminate wisely as we 
seek God’s wisdom in all these areas.  
We are constantly subjected to the presentations and opinions of those 
who have the editorial power to control what we hear and see. We must 
learn to disseminate the facts from the feelings.  
 
It doesn’t take much to discover that Irena Sendler did, in fact, receive 
many other well-deserved accolades during her life time. The issue of 
whether or not she ought to have been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 

merely puts her in the esteemed company of other very 
fine people who also missed out  -  Mahatma Gandhi, 
Corazon Aquino, Pope John XXIII, Steve Biko, to name 
but a few. Given the plethora of information with which we 
are bombarded, it is no wonder that many of us feel 
disempowered, and often immobilized, in making any 
effort to speak out for truth and justice. 

 



We need to be constantly asking God to keep our hearing passages 
unplugged. Like the deaf man in the Gospel story, 
our ears need to be opened, and our tongues 
released, that we, too, might have the ability to 
speak plainly, in an informed manner. May we be 
very, very careful with the information that we are 
fed, and even more particularly with the information 
we pass on.  

 
 
 
Let us maintain minds that are open and willing to find, and act on, God’s 
truth and wisdom, especially when we are tempted to be unwittingly lured 
into someone else’s way of thinking. In the immortal words of Jesus, “He 
who has ears, let him hear.”   Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

 

 
Sermon 2 – Jo 

5 September on James 2:1-17 and Mark 7:24-37 
5 Marks of Mission 

 

THE FIVE MARKS OF MISSION  
 September 5th 2021 
 
 

 

Happy Father’s Day to our men in the parish and to 
those who have played the role of father to children. 

I’m sorry we are not celebrating in person at our 
combined service - we have decided to delay for a 

month - I look forward to October’s first Sunday 
combined service where we can regroup and 

celebrate this day in style. And guys at least you’ll get 
a chocolate when we meet in person.  
 

 
Over the month of September we are focusing on Mission and we will have some 

guest speakers from The Christian Blind Mission and the Barnabas Fund and hear 
about the work of the Anglican Mission Board. Today I want to launch the series by 

looking at the 5 Marks of Mission adopted by the Anglican Communion and relevant to 

all our mission at home and further afield.  
 

Five Marks of Mission are to:  
Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform, Treasure.  

 
Tell – share the good news of Jesus Christ,  

Teach – nurture believers in the faith 
Tend - offering loving service 



Transform -address injustice and promote reconciliation 
Treasure - safeguard and care for creation  

 
We may have thought mission had to do with going overseas to be mission partners 

among different cultures and that is a very real part of mission. These 5 marks of 
mission show us mission is much broader and talks about how we live as Christians in 

our witness and care for each-other, and for the created world.  
 

It’s about carrying the presence of Christ into the world. The more aware we are of 
God’s presence in us, as we still our hearts and open ourselves to the Holy Spirit 

living in us, the more we are able to be peacemakers, good news bearers, and 
compassionate carers of people and creation.  

 
In the Gospel account today we see that love is at the heart of Mission.                      

If you take some time to read Mandy’s sermon you’ll see that grace won over law as 

The Syrian Phoenician women came to Jesus to heal her daughter and as the deaf 
and mute man from the Decapolis- was set free to hear and speak.  

Jesus had stated a number of times that he had come first to the house of Israel, and 
yet he knew the prophecies from Isaiah that said he was to be a Light to the Gentiles 

as well as the Glory of his people Israel. 
And so he reaches out to these two people to bring healing and wholeness to them as 

he met their needs.  
You may recall when Jesus spoke in the synagogue after his baptism by John, he 

quoted the prophet Isaiah –  
 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to preach Good news to the poor,                       he 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners, and recovery of sight for the 

blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  
 

That’s exactly what happened in these two accounts, the good news came to them, 

they were set free and God’s favour rested on them.  
 

Tell the Good News 
 

If someone asked you to tell them the good news about Jesus I wonder what you 
would say?  

 
Does anyone want to unmute and give it a go?  

 
We live in a broken world – separated from God? 

That Jesus came to make us one with God again? 
That because of his own death and resurrection we can be forgiven from all that 

separates us from God and make peace with God who made us? 
That we can be set free from the things that we struggle with? 

That we can receive the gift of God’s love and become children of God and know we 

can be with him here on earth and beyond this life in heaven, always? 
 

Sometimes it’s hard to put the gospel in a nutshell.  
 

Teaching one another 
Once you have heard the good news and accepted it, the idea is to grow in our faith 

and understanding of God.  



We do that through- reading the bible and other books about it.  
By listening to talks, and podcasts, etc. 

By studying together in smaller groups. 
By doing courses on the faith such as Alpha or Christianity explained.  

By asking questions, by observing other Christians lives, by praying.  
  

We are called to help one another discover more about God’s love and God’s call for 
our lives.  

We are called on to the journey of growing in our faith and helping others to do so, 
particularly those who are new believers.  

But, we also all have things that we can learn from one another, and we are called to 
continue to learn. 

Who have you influenced on their faith journey? 
 

Tend to others 

Jesus described himself as the good shepherd who looks after the sheep. Another 

picture Jesus used was that of a mother hen sheltering her chicks under her wings, 
God’s love is compared to the love a mother has for her child. In Isaiah 66:13 God 

says “As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you”. This is a practical, caring 
love, a love that tends and nurtures, protects and helps. This practical love is also 

shown in Jesus’ healing miracles, in the caring for one another that we see in the 
early Church, and is something that we are called to do as well. To care for each 

other. Walking a mile in another’s shoes, offering practical support, a listening ear. 
 

Transform society 
God hates injustice and oppression. We are called to be salt and light, to challenge 

the powers of this world, to seek to change things for the better. Christians through 
the ages have sought to change society for the better – ending slavery, setting up 

schools, campaigning to make poverty history, working to prevent climate change. 
This is an important part of showing God’s love, of working for God’s kingdom to 

come. We might be able to do big things but we can do small things well and with 

great love. What are we being called to do to transform our society now?  
Mandy’s sermon reflects on the life of Irena Sendler who helped rescue Jewish 

children in the 2nd world war-read her sermon and her of this selfless women who not 
only cared for these helpless children but challenged the evil of Nazi Germany in a 

subversive way. 
 

Treasure God’s creation. 
We are called to be stewards of God’s creation, to care for all that he has made. God’s 

creation points us to him and we are called to show our love for God in how we care 
for his creation. This is particularly the case as our lack of care for creation has led to 

massive destruction and the harm of millions of people, who are starving and 
displaced due to climate change. ‘Creation is groaning’ under the strain of humanity- 

we need to tread more lightly on the earth and show our love for God and others 
through  our care for creation. We may start small but we need to start. What is one 

small thing you could do to treasure creation more?  
 

Our reading from James has some good things to say.  

1. “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”  That’s the measuring stick for our 

lives. How we want to be treated is how we should treat others.  



2. Mercy triumphs over judgment. It’s easy to judge others and situations, but 

James tells us as we give mercy to others so we shall receive it from God.  

3. Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. We have been offered life from our 
Lord and our natural reaction should be to share that life with others, by our 

actions – 
 by caring for them,  

 by being responsible in the world we live in,  
 by being a voice for those who have no voice and standing up for them and 

challenging injustice,  

 by telling people about Jesus and helping them to learn all about his love. 

That’s our mission should we chose to accept it.  

Something to think about 
 

Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform, Treasure 

 
Which Mark of Mission resonates the most with you? 

 
In what small way could you put one of these marks of mission into action in a way 

you haven’t before?  
 

'Let us not get tired of doing what is right for after a while we will reap a harvest of 

blessing-if we don't get discouraged and if we don't give up.' 
 

Lord you are a God of mission, help me today to listen to your heart beat for those I 
come across and join you in your mission. Fill me with your Spirit that I will be a 

witness for you in my words and actions and show the love of Christ to them.  
 


