
SERMON THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 25 July 2021 

 

Acts 2: 41-47 Life among the Believers 
41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 

were added. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their 

possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds[a] to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they 

spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home[b] and ate their food with glad 

and generous[c] hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 

the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

  

1 Corinthians 12:12-31  One Body with Many Members 

   12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because 

I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God 

arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say 

to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On 

the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those 

members of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less 

respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members 

do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior 

member, 25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same 

care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 

honoured, all rejoice together with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 

church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 

forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in 

tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more 

excellent way. 

 

Matthew 28: 16-20    The Commissioning of the Disciples 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said 

to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.”[a] 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A+41-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26984a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A+41-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A+41-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A+16-20+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24213a


SERMON   

BODY IMAGE 

Who likes to look good? Who spends time in front of the mirror checking on appearance-hair, 

clothes, shoes?  

Who gets a bit worried about weight? Or maybe parts of your body that need some 

attention, like hairs on your chin, in-grown toenails, blemishes that need checking, warts?  

Let’s face it none of us have bodies like the magazine pictures or the airbrushed models on 

social media or TV. None of us have bodies that function perfectly and sometimes they even 

let us down badly. Sometimes we need help from others to get from A to B or to tie our shoe 

laces, or scratch our backs. Sometimes we need a great deal more support than that as we 

struggle with bodies that are challenging us. Sometimes we are called to support others who 

need a helping hand.  

And yet our bodies are what we have to live in and to make the most of life through, whether 

fit and active or compromised and challenging. And we learn to look after our bodies and to 

seek support where we need it.  

Paul likens the church to a body.  

When we think of the church in this way do we imagine? 

A streamlined, sleek fit body with strong muscles and taut blemish free skin, flexible joints, 

lots of energy and youthful enthusiasm, with no flab. One that bounces out of bed every 

morning ready to face the world with exuberance and vitality? 

 

Or do we imagine a flabby, wrinkled body with aching joints and slack muscles, spotted from 

the sun with little energy or pizzazz that even struggles to wake up in the morning let alone 

get out of bed?   

 

A flourishing church with fantastic teaching, people coming to faith all the time, well run 

discipleship programmes, healthy fellowship, life changing worship, children everywhere, 

plenty of resources and well trained people to take part? 

 

Or is our expectation – a small group of people hanging onto our well loved traditions, no 

changes to our liturgy or style of worship, delight when someone new shows up and joins us, a 

shabby old church falling apart at the seams, a nice cozy club that we want no one to 

disturb ? 

Or somewhere in between?  

It’s hard to find the perfect church! 

 

What did Paul imagine? What did Jesus imagine when he said he was to build and equip his 

church and make it into a living extension of himself as his body on earth? 

 



When we read the scriptures we see several things. 

From our Acts reading today we see the very early church doing a number of things. 

 baptizing people into the faith-there must have been some evangelism 

 teaching them the ways of Christ-discipleship 

 meeting together in fellowship and to worship with gladness  

 breaking bread together- holy communion and hospitality 

 praying together 

 looking out for each other-sharing resources 

 generosity 

 signs and wonders happening as the Apostles taught 

 

As a result the Lord added to their number and the church grew and they had the favour of 

people in the community. It started with the Jewish people who at least knew something 

about God and then reached out to the Gentiles who didn’t know Yahweh. 

 

From our Corinthians reading today where Paul speaks of the church as the body we see the 

themes of  

 connection and belonging 

 honouring each other 

 cooperating and collaborating-working as a team 

 everyone playing a part upfront or behind the scenes and everyone equally important 

to the whole 

 proclaiming the gospel, teaching, the prophetic voice, signs and wonders, healing, 

tongues and interpretation, helping, administering all these spiritual gifts are 

important to the growth of the church.  

 

All these things working together make the church function well. 

 

From our Gospel reading as the Disciples gathered with Jesus before he ascended to heaven 

they  

 worshipped him ( although some doubted)                                                          

they were given authority by Jesus to 

 baptize 

 to teach and enable people to be obedient to God’s word 

 to know that they would have the Spirit of God with them in the task ahead. They 

were not alone.  

There are some common threads in all these readings. Baptizing, teaching, worshipping, 

caring, reaching out. 

 

 



Bruce shared with us at vestry the draft Mission Action Plan for the diocese that is to be 

presented at SYNOD this year.  

The vision Bishop Peter has for our Diocese is one of regeneration through Christ with a 

particular focus on:  

• Making disciples,  

• Supporting families and,  

• Strengthening communities.  

 

This fits in with the five marks of mission that our Anglican church has adopted-more on this 

in a few weeks time.   

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;  

2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers;  

3. To respond to human need by loving service;  

4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue 

peace and reconciliation;  

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 

earth. 

The plan looks at our need to grow in strength as disciples of Christ creating opportunities 

for worship, teaching families to be disciples, assessing the needs of our community and 

developing mission opportunities. 

Growing in depth – developing ourselves as disciples as we study scripture and the traditions 

of our church. Growing our community connection in a way that share the gospel of Jesus. 

Growing in breadth – where we are reaching out to people that are in our community and 

missing from our congregations- finding ways to connect the gospel with today’s culture. 

We will hear more on this over the coming months and will be resourced to grow in all these 

areas.  

So as we give thanks today in this service I want to start by saying: 

As a church we may not be all we want to be, we may not be packed to the gunnels, or 

baptising people every week, our worship may not be transformational  every time we gather, 

or our care of each other lacking at times. We are not perfect. We may all long for growth, 

for dynamism, for transformation, and we may see signs of it and yet not be satisfied with 

what is or isn’t happening.  

I want to say first of all that God calls us to be faithful- to him, to his teachings, to each 

other. Not to be successful.  

And I want to give thanks to God for all we are and all we do.  

For each of you and your faithful commitment to follow Christ no matter how discouraged 

you may feel at times in your own faith.  

For your commitment to this parish-this community of faith by coming to worship regularly, 

attending small groups to grow your faith and to care for each other, for your faithful 

service in practical ways and through sharing your spiritual gifts, through your committed 

giving, your willingness to be involved in our outreach and wider community connections where 

you can, through your faithful prayers.  



We are extremely blessed in our faith community with the faithful company of one another, 

by the faithful teaching of the word by a number of preachers and teachers, by the faithful 

pastoral care given by many to many, the faithful offering of gifts as we worship together 

with music and leading and praying, as we gather together in each-others homes, the faithful 

managing of our facilities and our financial resources. Our faithful prayers for our people 

and our community and the wider world.  

I give thanks for your faithful love of Christ and the light you are shining in your families, in 

your neighbourhoods and places of work and leisure.  

We are the body of Christ, we are cherished and loved by God, he is always with us by his 

Spirit as we seek to serve and live out the Gospel – and as the Bishopdale mission statement 

said- we can make a difference together- be it big or small.  

As we come to our own commitment today let’s reaffirm our place in this family of God, let’s 

commit to being a part of this community of faith, to serve in the ways we can-big or small, 

commit to caring for each other in practical ways of encouragement and pray for the 

inspiration of and renewing of the Holy Spirit to help us dream big, to help us seek ways to 

continue to make a difference in this community, to keep growing in our own discipleship and 

to find ways to build on this as a parish. Let’s look to God for renewal and for refreshment 

and growth.  

Coming together as the church helps us all to fulfill the purposes for our lives. To worship 

God and enjoy him forever. Fellowship with other Christians helps us face life together-

encouraging each other through the good and bad times and supporting each other in 

practical, and prayerful ways.  

Learning together-discipleship through listening to God’s words and sermons and studying 

together in small groups strengthens our faith, grows our understanding, helps us be 

effective as Christians.  

Belonging to church gives us a place to discover and use our talents and gifts and practice 

our service of others, and it builds us up to reach out beyond the church to the community of 

the world who don’t know God’s love.  

God gives spiritual gifts to the church to build up the body of Christ. It is his Spirit making 

his home in us that gives these gifts and the power to use them for the common good. 

When we use our gifts then the church functions as it is designed to working together. 

 

Belonging to God’s family is about belonging to a group of people we can be real with, who we 

can find mutual support with, experience God’s mercy and grace through, find encouragement 

and love and acceptance for who we are, and develop our gifts and abilities amongst. 

It is a great place to belong to even if it isn’t perfect. God loves his family-here, in our 

diocese, our city, our nation, every church and denomination, throughout the whole world.  

Let’s continue to be those who live lives offering thanksgiving to God for each other and for 

his great love in his church reaching out to the world. Amen! 


