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Two weeks ago, we looked at the way that Jesus told his friends not to 
complain among themselves. This week’s Gospel passage has Him 
fielding further complaints to the point that his followers are finding His 
teaching difficult and offensive. This passage has probably been an 
encouragement at times for preachers and teachers who come across 
similar criticism. The old adage that we were taught at theological college 
comes home to roost here. We were told that it is a preacher’s 
responsibility to comfort the afflicted, and to afflict the comfortable!  
 
I would not wish to bring affliction on anybody, but it is important that as we 
listen to God’s word, and His teaching in our hearts, that we need to be 
prepared to do some serious soul searching, and self-examination from 
time to time. Only the Holy Spirit’s work in us, can truly bring about life-
changing transformations. When we are willing partners in the Spirit’s 
work, much personal growth can be achieved.  

 
Meanwhile, we can see in our Gospel passage that even Jesus 
had to put up with some people, close to Him, finding fault and 
taking unnecessary offence. Here is the Son of God offering them 
eternal life, and they still balk at it. So much so, that we are told in 
the very next verse that because of this teaching, many of His 

disciples turned back and no longer went about with Him. How very sad  -  
for Him and for them. By implication we can see that these followers were 
no longer willing to obey Jesus. The result of them finding the words of 
Jesus offensive, was division. They had come to a stumbling block 
because they couldn’t see Jesus as God, who had come from heaven to 
be with them forever. They were seriously opposed to the idea of God 
coming to earth as a man, with His life so connected with His heavenly 
Father that He could offer them this life through Himself. All down through 
the ages such stumbling blocks have caused followers of Jesus to turn 
elsewhere for their answers. This has broken their life-connection with 



God, and we see the results in bad decisions, misguided actions, bitter 
attitudes, critical natures, distorted values, and so forth.  
 
How it must grieve Jesus to lose the loyalty and trust of those who set out 
to be His friends.  
 
Their good intentions become taken over by some opinion or 
misunderstanding that sets them in opposition to the full abundant life that 
they would otherwise enjoy. Indeed, the shining promise that is in them 
becomes tarnished by harsh words, unjust practices, demanding ways. 
They lose that day to day brightness that is the abiding life of God directing 
them. Most serious of all, they often do all this in the mistaken belief that 
they are on the right track, with their demands to have things the way they 
see fit.  
 
Jesus constantly came up against such disappointments in His life on 
earth. In this Gospel passage, He clearly identifies betrayal as the devil at 
work. No wonder He turned back sadly to the twelve and said, “Do you 
also wish to go away?” Even then it is a gentle statement offering a choice. 
Not, “Don’t you lot dare go away, too”, or “Thou shalt not go away.” Jesus 
wants His followers to be able to make a free choice, to be willing to 
continue in His way. 
 
Peter’s reply is very telling. He shows that he has come to know exactly 
who he is with   -  the Holy One of God. His words, spoken on behalf of the 
others who stayed, must have been of great comfort to Jesus. “Lord, to 
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and know that You are the Holy One of God. 
 

So it is often, especially when we are bewildered, 
overwhelmed, afraid, fragile – just what Covid level 
four restrictions do to so many people – that we must 
look to God. However small we may feel our God-given 
gift of faith is, we can say with heartfelt gratitude: “Lord 
to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal 

life.” There is simply no point in going to anyone else. If the help we are 



craving, or whatever we are looking for, is not immediately obvious, we 
may be required to wait. Perseverance is the key.  
 
Many an error of judgement and impatience has led people to choose a 
less than satisfactory pathway in life. Imagine if James A. Michener had 
trusted the twenty publishers who rejected his first great novel. Or if Fred 
Astaire had taken his cue from his first film test - which reported that he 
sang poorly and danced only a little!  
 

And those are only examples of earthly values. What of those 
who turn down the company of the King of Kings? The One 
who has the words of eternal life is the only answer to our 
true needs, because earthly life cannot give us the full 
satisfaction that God has in store for us.  
 

There’s a joke told about a woman called Bertha Jones that illustrates this 
in a light-hearted way. Bertha was just over 60 years old when she 
suffered a severe heart attack and was taken to hospital. While in the 
intensive care ward she had a near death experience. During that 
experience she saw God and asked if this was the end of the road for her. 
God said, “No”, and told her that she had at least another 30 years to live.  
Upon her recovery, Bertha got to thinking that if she had that long still to 
live, she might as well stay in the hospital and, while she was there, have a 
face-lift, liposuction, tummy tuck, hair transplant and colouring, and a nose 
job. After all these procedures were complete, and she was ready to leave 
the hospital, she walked out the front door, and was killed by a delivery 
truck. When she arrived in front of God, she was rather confused. 
Bewildered, she said, “I thought you said I had another 30 or so years left? 
God replied, “Oh Bertha, sorry. I didn’t recognize you.” 
  
God wants the absolute best for us too, but we may not get the results we 
expect this side of the grave. That’s why eternal life is the greatest promise 
we have. The polar opposite attitude of Bertha, the fictional character, is 
that of the first real Saint of the Americas, who is recognized in the 
church’s calendar throughout the world during this week, every year.  
 



Her name was Rose – Rose of Lima. Rose was a rather strange 
young woman by most standards, but she chose a life of radical 
self-denial and laid the foundations for what became the first 
social services in Peru. She lived at a time in the 17th century 
when excessive practices of self-mortification were considered 
the way to build relationship with God. Whenever her beauty 

was admired, and it often was because she was very beautiful, Rose 
would rub her face with pepper to produce disfiguring blotches all over it. 
She wore on her head a thick circle of silver with sharp points on the 
inside, to remind her with constant pain, of the crown of thorns worn by 
Christ. She lived as a recluse in a hut in a garden, working in the garden all 
day, and sewing for homeless children, the elderly and the sick, most of 
the night. Her care for them was in marked contrast to the corruption and 
exploitation of the times in which she lived. Not surprisingly, Rose died at 
the age of 31, after a long illness that was both physical and psychological.  
 
That kind of austerity and hardship would certainly cause many to walk 
away but who among us would want to cast aspersions on the ways in 
which Rose willingly chose to honour God the best way she knew how?  
I, for one, feel very glad that I have not felt led to practice such personal 
deprivation - especially with gardening and sewing 24/7. I would have 
barely got through the first 24 hours.  
 
God’s particular plans for each of us will come to perfect completion in 
Him, in His time, in His way. We cannot hope to control or influence the 
outcome of God’s ultimate best for any of us. We ought not to judge the 
ways in which God is at work in others. He is the potter and we are the 
clay, and He can fulfill His purposes even in cracked pots, and poor Rose 
must surely have appeared to be a bit of a crack pot! Whatever our own 
pathway through life, we must each determine to remain close to Jesus. 

 
 Why ever would we want to step outside His purpose for us 
when He has the words of eternal life? Why would we even 
want to risk that warm fellowship by insisting on pushing our 
own barrows through life. 
 



God forbid that we should be among those who have spent His great gift of 
eternal life disappointing Him with unremitting, unrepentant willfulness 
during our earthly lives. May we be thorough in our own self-examinations, 
not so much as glancing sideways at the speck in our neighbour’s eye, but 
working in harmony with God to remove the logs that limit our own vision.  

 
When we sin and fall short of what God would have us be, 
let us be quick to turn back to Him in repentance, to show 
our willingness and heartfelt desire to stay with Him all the 
way. We are created to be forever in the company of the 
Holy One of God, knowing that it is God who equips us for 
His work of spreading the Good News. Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
A little bit of Snoopy’s wisdom to make you smile today. 

 


