
EASTER SUNDAY – 4 April 2021 

Jo 

 

Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand 

that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he 

sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is 
Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all 

Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 

proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of 
all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put 

him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third 
day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had 

been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and 

to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and 
the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 
written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is 

the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did 

not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks 

look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God.  



Gospel: John 2:13-22 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep 
and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made 

a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop 
turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered 

that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”[c] 

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove 

your authority to do all this?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in 
three days.” 

20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you 
are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of 

was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled 
what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 

Jesus had spoken. 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 2021 
https://youtu.be/7TwaQqVKM2A - death defeated  video 

 

Our Sin 

A wilful transgression 

A debt we could not pay 

Separating us from God 

But a Saviour came 

Jesus, blameless, sinless, crucified, 

Bled and died 

Buried in a tomb 

But death could not hold him 

Jesus is risen. 

The curse of sin broken. 

Death Defeated. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26113c
https://youtu.be/7TwaQqVKM2A
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Christ is risen! 

He is Risen indeed Hallelujah! 

 

When Jesus was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane having 

prayed ‘your will be done not mine’ he said as they came to arrest 

him-  

‘Do you think I cannot call on my Father and he will at once put 

at my disposal 40,000 angels? But how then could the scriptures 

be fulfilled? ”   

 

Jesus could have said no!  

He could have called on the angels of God to save him from the 

cross!  

He had everything at his disposal. And yet he let it all go. 

He gave himself up for us!  

He gave himself up for the world he loved! 

He laid down his life in surrender! It is finished! Complete! Done! 

 

But death could not hold him! And having descended to the dead, 

he broke the chains of sin and death and rose victoriously from 

the grave on the third day! Hallelujah! 

 

Death defeated- the curse of sin broken- accomplished on the cross 

by Christ for us, for the whole world. 

 

A Holy God! A sinful human race!  

A Saviour who came to bridge the gap.  

Human yet sinless – able to pay the price and set us free. 

We cannot have a resurrection without a crucifixion. 

Christ cannot rise without having died.  

Easter Sunday wouldn’t exist without Good Friday. 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Hallelujah.  

 



Paul tells us- 

Without the resurrection our faith is in vain. 

If Christ has not been raised our faith is futile. 

We are still in our sins. 

 

Peter tells us- 

The Good news is that Jesus the Lord of all brings peace. 

The one who believes in Jesus and his resurrection receives the 

forgiveness of sins through his name. 

 

It is the forgiveness of our sins that brings us peace-the peace 

Jesus longed to give his people that first Palm Sunday as he rode 

into Jerusalem. And now that he has broken the power of sin and 

death we have peace with God- through him – our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

‘And behold a new age dawned of redemption through grace 

Where the stains of our sins could no longer be traced  

Forever washed clean by the blood that he shed  

Made new in the life that was raised from the dead 

And what do we have to do to receive such a prize? 

Simply call on his name and open our eyes.  

For his name is the name that changes our story’  

 

What do we have to do to receive such a prize-simply call on his 

name and open our eyes. 

Call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. 

His name is the name that changes our story-his grace in our lives 

forgiving us, transforming us.  

On this Easter Sunday can we confess that our story has been 

changed?  

Can we say we have been set free through the cross and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ and his transforming power in our 

lives?  

Do we belong to him? Yes? Yes! 

 



The evidence of the Resurrection for the first disciples was seeing 

him face to face.  

The women who went to the tomb. Mary who was given the privilege 

of seeing Jesus and hear him speak her name.  

 

The disciples gathered in a room afraid for their lives knowing he 

was not in the tomb and then Jesus appearing in their midst. Thomas 

being invited to place his hands in Jesus wounds.  

 

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Peter having breakfast on 

the beach with his Lord and receiving forgiveness.  

500 witnesses saw and heard Jesus eating and drinking with him. 

Their lives transformed by the risen Christ – changed from fear-

filled disciples to bold witnesses of the living Lord.  

 

The evidence of the resurrection for us today is not only what we 

read in the scriptures and believe through faith, it is in seeing the 

transformation of people’s lives who have placed their faith in 

Christ.  

 

On this Easter Sunday can we confess that our story has been 

changed?  

Can we say we have been set free through the cross and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ and his transforming power in our 

lives?  

Do we belong to him? Yes? Yes! 

 

Let me share a few stories of lives being changed. 

 

There’s the story of Raki found in the latest Hope Booklet. 

A man who had experienced much loss and abuse and neglect as a 

child.  

A man who had a life of addiction, crime, gang connection. When he 

ended up in a Youth justice facility  



Who was witnessed to by a women who showed him love and 

acceptance.  

He found out she was ‘one of those Christians’. Her example of love 

encouraged him to explore faith in a God of love. The change in him 

happened over time. 

Set free by Christ and now living a life that helps others get free. 

Being the dad he never had himself and determined to be a good dad 

to his children nd husband to his wife. Resurrection power at work.. 

 

There’s the witness of resurrection in what the City Mission are 

doing- offering life and hope to people in our city that are lost and 

often defeated by life. Creating long-term sustainable change in 

people’s lives. Offering dignity alongside support.  

 

The story of a young woman named Daisy. Found on the streets after 

Covid lockdown. Alone and needing help. She wasn’t taking drugs or 

drinking alcohol or smoking but suffering extreme anxiety and social 

phobias. The city mission social workers came along side and helped 

her with emergency accommodation and then into something more 

permanent and then they offered her some work experience 

volunteering in their Thrive op shop which led to a paid internship.  

This gave Daisy a new sense of worth, coming off the benefit. Life 

transforming resurrection power shown through those at the 

Mission and now growing in people like Daisy’s lives.  

 

The building of a self serve food bank supermarket like the one 

recently opened in Wellington where people who need food are given 

dignity by coming to choose the food they need, where people who 

need work are being trained to work in a café to give them dignity 

and skills for employment, where people are housed as they are 

helped into something more permanent. These are all signs of 

resurrection life.  

 

Where 24 young children mainly from our local neighbourhood and 

school were sitting in our lounge here on Wednesday listening 



intently to the story of Jesus - his death and resurrection – signs of 

life and hope and resurrection being sown in children’s lives.  

 

Sir Dave Dobbyn on the mix tape RNZ on Friday – he said  

‘If you call yourself a Christian and you believe the word of Jesus it 

comes with the territory that you’re going to suffer because he 

suffered. You have to be prepared for the pushback in such a 

strongly secular country as NZ.  

‘The foot of the cross- I just want to be there and just worship. 

You’re absolutely thrilled to be alive and thrilled you’ve been blessed 

with the simple things in life.’ That’s resurrection transformation at 

work in one of our kiwi legends.  

 

A small congregation at St John’s Woolston who remained in the 

diocese. Only about a dozen of them- still running music and 

movement, still feeding people from the community each week – 

reaching out to the community through concerts-he Music of the 

Passion performed recently to a full church. They are determined to 

make a difference and share the love of God – that’s resurrection 

power.  

 

The Hope Project offering the hope of the cross and resurrection to 

kiwis throughout our land as booklets with a message of hope are 

being delivered all over. There are still some in the foyer if you want 

to take one and share it with someone else. Game over-it is finished 

on the cross through Jesus Christ. And it is Game on through the 

resurrection. New life for all who put their trust in him.  

 

What about us? 

Can we look into our own lives and see the transforming power of 

Jesus Christ at work in us? The same power that raised Christ from 

the dead living in us, forgiving us, renewing us, restoring and healing 

us? Can we bear witness to God’s work in our lives? The transforming 

work of Jesus Christ. Anyone like to share a snapshot of testimony? 

 



Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed. Hallelujah. 

 

What a beautiful name it is, what a powerful name it is, the name of 

Jesus Christ my Lord. 
 

 
Response Song:   What a Beautiful Name - Hillsong Worship 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUBBIddm_rM

